CAFR 07.ai

2/5/08

9:55:00 AM

C

M

Y

CM

MY

Popular Annual Financial Report

for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2007

CY

CMY

K

Discover Paradise in

From the sandy shores to the inland hiking trails–
exploration, recreation and relaxation abound.
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Pinellas County, Florida’s Profile
Pinellas County is located on the western coast of Florida, on
a peninsula, bounded on the east by Tampa Bay and on the
west by the Gulf of Mexico. Pinellas County has the second
smallest land area in Florida, but is the most densely
populated of the sixty-seven counties. The County is thirtyeight miles long and fifteen miles across at its widest. The
sparkling water of the Gulf of Mexico, our award winning
beaches, stunning sunsets and balmy weather make Pinellas
an inviting destination for visitors and home to a diverse
population.
The opportunities for leisure and professional sports activities are endless. Outstanding golf
facilities, fishing, boating and cultural history locations are just a few opportunities. Spring
training for the Philadelphia Phillies and Toronto Blue Jays is held here as well as the home
base of the Tampa Bay Rays in the St. Petersburg area. Heritage Village and the Botanical
Gardens exhibits depict cultural history and natural vegetation indigenous to Florida.
Economic development in the area is active and tourism is a major industry with approximately
5.3 million visitors having a direct economic impact of $6.7 million dollars, during 2007. This
represented an increase in visitors’ expenditures of 4% over the prior year.
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A Message from Ken Burke
Citizens of Pinellas County:
I am pleased to present the Pinellas County Popular Annual
Financial Report (PAFR) for the fiscal year ended September 30,
2007. As your elected Clerk, I serve as the Chief Financial
Officer of the Board of County Commissioners and share fiscal
responsibility for County funds with them. This report provides
you, the citizens a brief analysis of where County revenues came
from and where those dollars were spent during the last fiscal
year. It is designed to give you an easy-to-read synopsis of the
County's financial health.
In addition to the Popular Report, the Finance Division also
produces the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR)
which contains more detailed financial information. The
Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) awarded
a Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting to Pinellas County for its
CAFR for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2006, the 26th consecutive year that we have
achieved this prestigious award.
The Popular Annual Financial Report summarizes the financial activities of the primary
government of Pinellas County. The reports included in the PAFR condense and simplify the
format used in our CAFR as of September 30, 2007. The PAFR does not conform to generally
accepted accounting principals and governmental reporting standards. The report is
prepared in this format so that the non-financial reader can easily understand it. The GFOA
awarded Pinellas County its first Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual
Financial Reporting for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2006.
The CAFR as well as this report are accessible at the Clerk's website at
www.pinellasclerk.org. If you have any comments or suggestions on how we may improve
this report, please contact my office at (727) 464-3341 or by visiting our website.
I thank you for the opportunity to serve as your Clerk and hope that you find this Popular
Annual Financial Report informative.
Sincerely,
Ken Burke, CPA

Clerk of the Circuit Court
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Duties of the Clerk of the Circuit Court
The Clerk of the Circuit Court was established as a public trustee by the Florida Constitution in
1838. Today, the Florida Statutes assign over 926 tasks to the Clerk of the Circuit Court. The
Clerk serves as the Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts, Recorder of Deeds, Clerk and
Accountant to the Board of County Commissioners, custodian of all county funds and as the
County Auditor. The Clerk's role as an elected public trustee is considered to be one of the
most important aspects of the position because he serves at the will of the people. It is the
Clerk's responsibility to serve as a "watchdog" for the citizens of Pinellas County to ensure
funds expended are only for a public purpose and for the benefit of the public as a whole.
As Clerk of the Circuit and County Courts
•
•
•
•
•
•

maintains custody of court records
maintains custody of all related pleadings filed
secures evidence entered in court
ensures integrity of court files is protected
collects and disburses court fines and assessments and court ordered child support
summons prospective jurors

As Recorder of Deeds
•

maintains Official Records of Pinellas County and ensures their integrity is protected

As Clerk and Accountant of the Board of County Commissioners
•
•
•
•
•

maintains Official Records of the Board
maintains county financial records and prepares financial reports
provides accounting services to all departments under the Board
programs and maintains software for the automated financial accounting system
processes accounts payable, accounts receivable and payroll and pre-audits all payments

As Custodian of all County funds
•
•

receives and records county revenue
invests county funds

As County Auditor
•
•

performs comptroller function in pre-audit of invoices before payment
performs internal audits on county departments
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About This Report
This Popular Report provides an overview of the areas of responsibility and the
operations of Pinellas County's Constitutional Officers and excludes component units:
•
•
•

Board of County Commissioners (BCC)
Property Appraiser
Sheriff

● Clerk of the Circuit Court
● Supervisor of Elections
● Tax Collector

The financial information presented here is summarized and does not substitute for the
County's Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR). The CAFR outlines the County's
financial position and operating activities for the year in great detail and in conformity with
generally accepted accounting principles.
Pages 7 through 9 of this report include condensed information from the CAFR’s statement of
net assets and statement of activities with previous year comparative data. These pages show
the County’s assets, liabilities, net worth and results of operations using a basis of accounting
very similar to a business enterprise. Governmental activities and business-type activities are
distinguished as follows:
• Governmental activities include most of the basic services offered to citizens, including tax
assessment and collections, fire and law enforcement protection, judicial services, emergency
medical services, civil emergency services, construction and maintenance of highways, streets
and other infrastructure, economic development, social and human services, and cultural and
recreational services. Property and sales and use taxes, intergovernmental revenues and
various user fees finance these operations.
• Business-type activities include the water, sewer, solid waste and airport systems that are
financed by fees charged to customers.
Pages 10 and 11 of this report
show financial information using
the more traditional fund focus.
Governmental
funds
show
sources and uses of funds.
Since enterprise funds are
accounted for similar to a
business, the numbers used in
the presentation on pages 12 and
13 are essentially the same as
business-type activities shown on
page 9. Pages 14 and 16 show
descriptions of governmental
services provided.
St. Petersburg/Clearwater International Airport
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The Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) has
given an Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual Financial Reporting to
Pinellas County, Florida for its Popular Annual Financial Report for the fiscal year ended
September 30, 2006. The Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual Financial
Reporting is a prestigious national award recognizing conformance with the highest standards
for preparation of state and local government popular reports.
In order to receive an Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual Financial
Reporting, a government unit must publish a Popular Annual Financial Report, whose contents
conform to program standards of creativity, presentation, understandability, and reader appeal.
An Award for Outstanding Achievement in Popular Annual Financial Reporting is valid for a
period of one year only. We believe our current report continues to conform to the Popular
Annual Financial Reporting requirements, and we are submitting it to GFOA.
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Pinellas County Government
Pinellas County is a charter county established under the Constitution and laws of the State of
Florida in 1911. In 1968, the Florida Constitution was amended to provide home rule powers
for counties and municipalities. The voters of Pinellas County approved the first home rule
charter in 1980. Pinellas was the first county in Florida to operate under a Board of County
Commissioners/Administrator form of government. The elected Constitutional Officers include
the Clerk of the Circuit Court, Supervisor of Elections, Tax Collector, Property Appraiser and
Sheriff. The seven member Board serves as the legislative body, and budgets and provides
the funding for its departments, the entire operations of the Sheriff and the Supervisor of
Elections and portions of the operations for the other Constitutional Officers.

CITIZENS
OF
PINELLAS
COUNTY

Board
of
County
Commissioners

Clerk
of the
Circuit
Court

Supervisor
of
Elections

Tax
Collector

Property
Appraiser

Sheriff

Board of County Commissioners

Constitutional Officers

Robert B. Stewart, Chairman - District 3
rstewart@pinellascounty.org

Ken Burke, Clerk of the Circuit Court
www.pinellasclerk.org

Calvin D. Harris, Vice-Chairman - District 2
charris@pinellascounty.org

Deborah Clark, Supervisor of Elections
www.votepinellas.com

Ronnie E. Duncan - District 1
rduncan@pinellascounty.org

Diane Nelson, Tax Collector
www.taxcollect.com

Susan Latvala - District 4
slatvala@pinellascounty.org

Jim Smith, Property Appraiser
www.pcpao.org

Karen Williams Seel - District 5
kseel@pinellascounty.org

Jim Coats, Sheriff
www.pscoweb.com

John Morroni - District 6
jmorroni@pinellascounty.org
Kenneth T. Welch - District 7
ktwelch@pinellascounty.org
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Financial Summary
The Financial Summary includes a condensed presentation of the County's Net Assets and
Statement of Financial Activities in a format similar to that of a business enterprise.

Pinellas County's Net Assets
Governmental Activities

2007

1,600,000
1,400,000

2006

1,406,407

1,800,000

1,500,903

2,000,000

1,511,814

1,572,764

(dollars in thousands)

1,200,000

171,641

163,706

156,643

192,934

91,277

200,000

99,472

400,000

181,504

148,231

600,000

495,658

800,000

532,382

1,000,000

Current and
other assets

Capital
assets

Long-term
debt

Other
liabilities

Invested in
capital
assets, net
of debt

Restricted
net assets

Pinellas County's Net Assets
Business-type Activities
(dollars in thousands)

2007

Unrestricted
net assets

2006

2,000,000

1,200,000

1,076,867

1,400,000

1,123,893

1,600,000

1,196,421

1,251,367

1,800,000

Current and
other assets

Capital
assets

Long-term
debt

Other
liabilities
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Invested in
capital
assets, net
of debt

256,586

257,141

-

7,814

-

29,756

200,000

52,173

210,551

400,000

207,941

600,000

385,253

800,000

389,781

1,000,000

Restricted
net assets

Unrestricted
net assets

Financial Summary
Current and other assets include:
•
•

•
•

Cash is physical money in the various County bank accounts (interest bearing) and
funds to pay expenses.
Investments - Funds invested are not required to pay current expenses and are
invested in a variety of safe interest bearing securities such as U.S. Treasury and
Agency securities and the State Board of Administration investment pool. Additional
information on investment policy of the Board of County Commissioners and the
investment portfolio at fiscal year end is shown on page 19 of this report.
Receivables are amounts that are owed to the County by external parties and include
assessments, charges for services, notes and other receivables.
Other assets are assets that cannot be classified in any other asset category. These
include prepaid accounts, inventory and deferred charges.

Capital assets include land, buildings, improvements (including roads, bridges, sidewalks,
drainage systems, water transmission lines, sewer pipelines, etc.) equipment and construction
in progress. A further breakdown of capital assets is shown on page 18 of this report.
Long-term debt consists of monies owed for self supporting and non-self supporting revenue
bonds. While portions of these liabilities may require payments with in the next 12 months, the
overall liabilities extend beyond one year. Information on outstanding bond issues is included
on page 18 of this report.
Other liabilities include deferred revenue and monies due to other governmental units.
Net assets represent the difference between the assets of the County and the liabilities owed.
The amount provides the net worth of the County in a format similar to that of a business
enterprise. Net assets increased by $122.7 million and $39.8 million for governmental and
business type activities respectively.
Invested in capital assets, net of debt represents land, buildings, machinery and equipment
(net of depreciation) less outstanding related debt used in acquiring these assets.
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Financial Summary
The Financial Activities Statement, known in accounting terms as the "Income Statement,"
provides a record of the County's income and expenses similar to that of a corporation.
Explanations of specific Revenues and Program Expenses are provided.
Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Assets
Governmental Activities (dollars in thousands)
2006

798,627

861,809

1,000,000

925,426

984,561

2007
1,200,000

800,000

122,752

400,000
200,000

126,799

600,000

Revenues

Expenses

Changes in Net
Assets

Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Assets
Business-type Activities (dollars in thousands)
2007

2006

1,200,000
1,000,000
800,000

39,767

200,000

39,113

215,127

216,274

254,240

400,000

256,041

600,000

Revenues

Expenses

Changes in Net Assets

Revenues are monies the County receives from a variety of sources in order to pay for the services it
provides.
Program expenses are the funds spent to provide services to the citizens. Programs funded in
Governmental Activities and Business-type Activities are discussed in further detail on the following
pages.
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Governmental Revenues and Expenses
Governmental Fund Revenues by Source
Fiscal Year 2007

Other taxes
14%

Property taxes
52%

Licenses and
permits
1%

Intergovernmental
13%
Miscellaneous
5% Investment income
3%

Charges for
services
11%

Fines and
forfeitures
1%

Governmental Fund Expenditures by Function
Fiscal Year 2007
Public safety
42%

Physical
environment
4%
Transportation
9%

General
government
22%
Debt service
5%

Culture and
recreation
5%

Economic
Human servicesenvironment
7%
6%
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Governmental Revenues and Expenses
Governmental Fund Revenues by Source
(dollars in thousands)

2007
REVENUES
Property taxes
Other taxes
Licenses and permits
Intergovernmental
Charges for services
Investment income
Fines and forfeitures
Miscellaneous
Total revenues

$

2006

514,794
135,142
5,012
132,621
108,585
27,120
9,244
51,640
984,158

$

$

$

474,179
132,210
6,438
121,906
107,929
20,960
7,832
54,579
926,033

Property taxes are the largest source of governmental revenues consisting of 52% and 51% of
total revenues in 2007 and 2006 respectively. Other taxes include sales, fuel and
communication services taxes, comprising 14% of total revenues in both years.
Intergovernmental revenues come from primarily the federal and state government in the form
of grants and revenue sharing representing, 13% of total revenues in both years.
Governmental Fund Expenditures by Function
(dollars in thousands)

2007
EXPENDITURES
General government
Public safety
Physical environment
Transportation
Economic environment
Human services
Culture and recreation
Debt service
Total expenditures

$

$

209,888
410,569
41,162
89,158
59,004
69,952
43,691
46,620
970,044

2006
$

$

197,652
400,532
30,646
59,945
45,757
65,817
50,030
43,427
893,806

Public safety represents the largest category of expenditures, comprising 42% and 44% of
total expenditures in 2007 and 2006 respectively. The transportation function showed the
largest increase in expenditures due to construction of major projects such as the Belleair
Bridge. A description of governmental fund expenditures by function is presented on pages 14
through 16 of this report.
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Enterprise Fund Revenues and Expenses
The following charts reflect the Enterprise Fund Revenues and Expenses for the last two
years.

2007

St.
Petersburg/Clearwater
International Airport

Solid Waste System

2006

Sewer System

$100
$80
$60
$40
$20
$0

Water System

Dollars (in millions)

Enterprise Fund Revenues

Function

2007

St.
Petersburg/Clearwater
International Airport

Solid Waste System

2006

Sewer System

$100
$80
$60
$40
$20
$0

Water System

Dollars (in millions)

Enterprise Fund Expenses

Function

Enterprise Fund or business-type activities offer goods and services of the county for sale and
are intended to be self-supporting. Revenues in business-type activities increased by.7
percent over the prior year or $1.8 million. Expenses increased by .6 percent or $1.1 million.

12

Enterprise Fund Revenues and Expenses
The Business-type activities of the county are:
Water System
• Total program revenues for the Water System, including interest revenue,
miscellaneous revenue and capital contributions, increased by 7 percent.
• Charges for services increased by $6.2 million due to a 12 percent increase in retail
rates and a 10 percent increase in wholesale rates, effective October 1, 2006.
• Interest earnings increased by 5.4 percent as a result of significant increases in short
term rates.
• Operating expenses increased by 3.9 percent over the last year.
Sewer System
• Total program revenues for the Sewer System decreased by $.5 million or .9 percent
compared to the prior year.
• Charges for services decreased slightly by $.6 million from the prior year.
• Interest revenue declined 11.2 percent or $.6 million due to increases in short term
rates.
Solid Waste System
• Total program revenues of the Solid Waste System increased by $1.9 million or 2.3
percent over the prior year.
• Charges for services decreased by $1.8 million due to a decline in tonnage processed,
reducing tipping fee revenues and increased plant downtime reducing electric sales.
• Miscellaneous revenues decreased by $2.9 million from the prior year due mostly to
reporting as revenue last year claims eligible for reimbursement from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency related to the hurricanes of 2004.

Waste to Energy Facility

St. Petersburg/Clearwater International Airport
• Total program revenues for the Airport decreased by $1.7 million, or 8.1 percent over
the prior year.
• Charges for Services increased by $1.3 million due primarily to the new airline
passenger services provided by Allegiant during the year.
• Operating expenses rose $.5 million or 4.7 percent. The majority of this increase is
due to additional staffing to meet customer traffic in addition to normal wage increase.
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Governmental Expenditures by Function
(dollars in thousands)

General Government
Board of County Commissioners
This function includes the cost of services of the administrative offices of the Commissioners
and the costs of operating the following departments: county administrator, county attorney,
budget office, Board funded support of court operations, planning and development review
services, public affairs and public access, purchasing, facility management, personnel, board
information systems, and justice coordination.
2007
2006
Expenditures
$111,955
$104,141
Clerk of the Circuit Court
This function includes the cost of services of the administrative office of the Clerk and all the
costs of operations of the following functions: court related offices, official records and
recording, clerk’s accounting (agency fund receipts and disbursements) the finance department
including board records, Clerk’s technology, internal audit , printing and mail services and
records management for the Board and Clerk.
2007
2006
Expenditures
$ 51,689
$ 48,410
Supervisor of Elections
This function includes the cost of services of the administrative office of the Supervisor of
Elections and all the costs of providing elections services to citizens of the County including
conducting all county, municipal, state and federal elections, voter registration, hiring poll
workers, coordinating poll locations, maintaining voting equipment, etc.
2007
2006
Expenditures
$ 6,035
$ 7,309
Tax Collector
This function includes the cost of services of the administrative office of the Tax Collector and
all the costs of providing the following services: real and personal property tax collection,
tourist development tax collection, motor vehicle and vessel registration, issuance of hunting
and fishing licenses, issuance of drivers’ licenses, etc.
2007
2006
Expenditures
$ 26,722
$ 25,859
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Governmental Expenditures by Function
(dollars in thousands)

Property Appraiser
This function includes the cost of services of the administrative office of the Property
Appraiser and all the costs of providing the following services: appraisal of real and personal
property, annual production of ad valorem tax roll, maintenance of current property ownership
records and property information database, administration of all property tax exemptions, etc.
2007
2006
Expenditures
$ 13,487
$ 11,933
Public Safety
Board of County Commissioners
This function includes the costs of providing the following services: emergency medical
services, fire control oversight and coordination services, emergency management, emergency
communications and 911 operations, emergency radio systems, building inspection, consumer
protection, construction licensing support for medical examiner and forensic laboratory and
juvenile justice.
2007
2006
Expenditures
$124,930
$138,478
Sheriff
This function includes all the costs of the administrative office of the Sheriff and all the costs
of providing the following services: comprehensive law enforcement services within the
unincorporated areas and several municipalities, baseline law enforcement services to the
entire county, operation of the countywide jail, security services to the judiciary, child
protection investigations, service of process etc.
2007
2006
Expenditures
$285,639
$262,054
Physical Environment
Board of County Commissioners
This function includes the costs of conservation and resource management, flood control and
stormwater services. This function is responsible for air quality monitoring, protection of
environmental lands, watershed management, water navigation control, vegetation
management, and environmental aspects of county extension services, etc.
2007
2006
Expenditures
$ 41,162
$ 30,646
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Governmental Expenditures by Function
(dollars in thousands)

Transportation
Board of County Commissioners
This function includes all the costs of providing the following services: countywide roadway,
bridge and sidewalk construction, transportation engineering services, maintenance and
operation of county owned roads and bridges, including traffic control and signalization, etc.
2007
2006
Expenditures
$ 89,158
$ 59,945
Economic Environment
Board of County Commissioners
This function includes all the costs of providing the following services: economic
development, convention and visitors, veteran’s services, human rights and fair housing,
neighborhood services, programs funded through the federal community development block
grant program (CDBG), federal home investment partnership program (HOME), federal
emergency shelter grant (ESG) and the state housing initiatives partnership program (SHIP).
2007
2006
Expenditures
$ 59,004
$ 45,757
Human Services
Board of County Commissioners
This function includes the costs of providing the following services to qualified residents:
rental and utility assistance payments, food vouchers, a comprehensive medical care program,
medical outreach services for the homeless, emergency energy assistance for the elderly, the
summer food program for children, success training and retention services (STARS), social
action funding to non-profit social service agencies, funding for mental health organizations,
funding for the county share of nursing home and in-patient services for Medicaid patients, etc.
2007
2006
Expenditures
$ 69,952
$ 65,817
Culture and Recreation
Board of County Commissioners
This function includes the costs of providing the following cultural, educational and leisure
services: operation and and administration of nationally recognized regional park system, the
recreational reimbursement program and recreational grants, the county owned Airco Golf
Course, Heritage Village historical museum and the Florida Botanical Gardens, etc.
2007
2006
Expenditures
$ 43,691
$ 50,030
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Internal Service Fund Expenses
(dollars in thousands)

These funds provide services to offices within County government and are funded through
users charges back to the related benefiting County departments. These costs are eliminated
from expenses in the governmental activities section.
Board of County Commissioners
Information Technology - includes the costs of operating the county data processing facility
and other technology services.
2007
2006
Expenses
$ 27,307
$ 24,510
Risk Financing - includes the costs of liability, property and workers' compensation insurance
for the county.
2007
2006
Expenses
$ 16,054
$ 16,703
Employee Health Benefits – includes the costs of providing health and dental insurance to
county employees and retirees other than those under the Sheriff beginning in 2006.
2007
2006
Expenses
$ 35,459
$ 39,510
Fleet Management – includes the costs for operations related to maintenance and replacement
of the County's motor vehicles. .
2007
2006
Expenses
$ 13,630
$ 13,298
Sheriff
Employee Health Benefits - includes the costs of providing health and dental insurance to the
Sheriff’s employees and retirees.
2007
2006
Expenses
$ 29,954
$ 26,997
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Capital Assets
Capital Assets
Governmental and Business-Type Activities (dollars in thousands)
Land
15%

Construction in
progress
9%
Infrastructure
22%

Buildings
13%

Machinery and
equipment
3%
Improvements
38%

Land
Buildings
Improvements
Machinery and
equipment
Infrastructure
Construction in
progress

$

426,385
376,064
1,084,549
80,006
609,979

247,148
$ 2,824,131

Outstanding Bond Issues
(dollars in thousands)

Issue
Date

Original
Amount
Issued Outstanding
Current
Amount at year end Maturities

Description

July 1998

Sewer Revenue and Revenue
Refunding Bonds, Series 1998
September 2000 Capital Improvement Revenue
Bonds, Series 2000
July 2002
Capital Improvement Revenue
Bonds, Series 2002
January 2003
Sewer Revenue Bonds
Series 2003
November 2006 Sewer Revenue and Refunding
Bonds, Series 2006

$ 104,795 $

66,745

155,520

52,875

16,650

26,620

11,510

3,700

86,580

80,785

1,685

25,205

25,205

45

$ 398,720 $ 237,120
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$

$

3,295

25,375

Investment Policy
The Clerk of the Circuit Court, through the Finance Division, conducts all investment activity of
the Board of County Commissioners in accordance with Florida Statute on Local Government
Investment Policies (Section 218.415) as well as the investment ordinance adopted by the
Board (Pinellas County Code, Investment of Surplus Public Funds, Section 2-144). The
Board's investment policy applies to all funds in excess of those required to meet current
expenses for the Board of County Commissioners.
Investment Objectives
•

Safety - Protection of the County funds.

•

Liquidity - Provide sufficient liquidity to meet the County's operating, payroll and capital
expenses.

•

Income - Maximize the return but avoid assuming unreasonable risk.

PINELLAS COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO
CASH POOLS
10%

SECURITIES
39%

SBA
51%

Investments
Federal Agency Issues
State Board of Administration (SBA)
Cash Pools
State Board of Administration
2003 Sewer Bond Proceeds Account

$ 267,777,163
301,550,936
64,746,792
42,165,844

Total

$676,240,735
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Accomplishments
General Government
On March 13, 2007 voters approved by referendum the renewal of the local
one cent infrastructure sales surtax (Penny for Pinellas) from 2010-2020. The
Penny for Pinellas is projected to collect an estimated $1.9 billion in revenues
over the ten year period, funding projects that normally would have to be
funded by increased property taxes or other revenue sources. The Penny for
Pinellas is earmarked for capital improvement projects for roads, flood control,
park improvements, preservation of endangered lands and public safety. The Penny for
Pinellas is paid by all who spend money in the county, including tourists and visitors.
The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) under the direction of the County Commission
began an effort in 2007 to implement program based budgeting in order to specifically identify
programs and services needed by our citizens. In an effort to make more information about
the budget development process available to the citizens, the County developed a user friendly
website called “Citizens Guide to the Budget”. Through the efforts of OMB, the County was
awarded the Government Finance Officers’ Association Distinguished Budget Presentation
Award for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2006.
The Clerk’s Office gained efficiency by implementing initiatives aimed at providing excellent
customer service. These initiatives included implementing paperless traffic court cases with
the use of the new Traffic Case Image Viewer, consolidation of phone bank operations into
one call center, expanding service and convenience for customers applying for passports in a
one stop operation by providing photo capability, giving jurors the option of being paid in cash
for jury service the same day and acquiring a direct image 4-color printing press to
accommodate modern in-house printing jobs for departments within County government.
Public Safety
The new 432 bed Healthcare Facility for the county jail complex opened in July 2007,
providing all inmates healthcare under one roof. Belleair Beach and Belleair Shores
contracted with the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office for law enforcement services effective
June 1, 2007.
The 9-1-1 communication center received a total of 597,770 calls this past year with an
average arrival time of 4 minutes 21 seconds, thus beating all national averages. The 9-1-1
center consistently receives a 100% rating from the State of Florida’s Public Service
Commission’s periodic performance assessments and meets all federally mandated National
Incident Management System training. The Radio Systems Division implemented a 96kb
wireless data system for fire and emergency medical services and completed the North
Conventional zone for added redundancy to the existing public safety intergovernmental radio
system.
The Emergency Management Department acquired a satellite system to ensure emergency
operations center communication capabilities, portable air conditioning, water filtration
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Accomplishments
systems and upgraded generators for special needs shelters. Three pet friendly shelters and
two additional public shelters have been added to the growing list of available facilities.
Economic Environment
The St. Petersburg/Clearwater onvention Visitors Bureau (CVB) developed new newspaper,
magazine and television campaigns with positive responses in the form of increased web
traffic nd telephone calls. The Sports Commission booked 78,713 room nights and the
Meetings and Convention Department booked 51,210 room nights. The CVB is on track to
break another record year for visiting tourists.
Physical Environment
The Department of Environmental Management coordinated the work of 1,367 community
volunteers in the restoration efforts for 28 storm water ponds through the Adopt-A-Pond
program. Beach restoration was completed along the southwestern shoreline of Ft. DeSoto
Park, which included the nourishment and rehabilitation of a granite jetty. Proactive code
enforcement increased by 18.4%, and interpretive trail signage at Weedon Island Preserve
and Brooker Creek Preserve were designed and installed. The Shell Key Preserve
Management Plan was completed and approved by the Pinellas County Board of County
Commissioners.
Several projects under the direction of Pinellas County Utilities have been completed or near
completion including: Belleair sewer force main and reclaimed water main,
Clearwater/Oldsmar Reclaimed Water Interconnect project, four Solid Waste buildings
including the land fill operator’s administration offices, replacement of the Welch causeway
water transmission mains. The Solid Waste operations successfully managed the transition of
Waste to Energy operators and implemented a $90 million capital improvement program at the
facility. The Lealman Solid Waste Collection District was formed as the first in the County.
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection awarded an innovative grant to study the
need for a regional material recovery facility with Pinellas as the lead partnering with Manatee
and Hillsborough. The Utilities Department received 20 awards during the year, including
Public Education Award, Gold Award for A Working Education, Top Ten Safety Award for
Facility Excellence from the Florida Water Environment Association and a Silver Award for
Recycling Coordinator News and Planet Pinellas.
Culture and Recreation
A new Cultural Tourism Grants program awarded 14 not-for-profit
cultural organizations $728,000 in grants.
The first phase of a
native plant re-vegetation project at Sand Key Park was begun to
focus on improving native wildlife habitat. Restoration work was
done on the 30-acre segment of the Florida Botanical Gardens,
originally purchased through the Florida
Preservation 2000
program. A grant was received to fund native plant material for
reintroduction to the site and for interpretive signage.
Scene from Florida Botanical Gardens
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Future Initiatives
General Government
With property tax revenue cuts imposed by the Florida Legislature, the impact of the passage
of Amendment One to the State Constitution, and the impact of decreased property values,
the County will be greatly challenged to continue to provide the type of services to its citizens
that add value to the quality of life. n order to offset revenue reductions in the prior year, the
Board reviewed services provided; distinguishing between mandatory and non-mandatory
programs, enabling them to make more informed funding decisions. This initiative will
continue in the future in order to offset revenue reductions. Reductions in staffing were made
in the development of the fiscal year 07-08 budget and further reductions will probably be
necessary in the future in order for the County to live within available revenues. County
departments are reviewing business practices to gain efficiencies and reducing reserves as
the first steps to minimize the affect on services to the public.
The Clerk’s Office through a collaborative effort with the Sixth Judicial Circuit and the
Community Law program opened Self Help Centers in two locations. The Self Help Centers
provide the opportunity for citizens who represent themselves in court to get affordable legal
assistance and allows access to specialized software to assist in completing legal forms.
Economic Environment
The St Petersburg/Clearwater International Airport will begin renovation of a terminal in 2008
and complete the Runway Extension project. Also a multi-faceted communications plan is
underway for the Airport which includes newsletters, media relations, website development
and community relations to attract new visitors.
Physical Environment
The Utilities Department will begin the bid and construction process for the Water Blending
Facility plant and buildings. To further recycling efforts in the County, the Solid Waste
Department plans to implement a county-wide curbside recycling program, beach recycling
program, and a county-wide litter program during the current year. A landfill operating contract
will be bid and awarded for the landfill operations and a long term solid waste rate
management plan will be implemented. The General Maintenance Division plans to develop
an asset management system and the Utilities Customer Service Department will go live with
their new customer information system in the near future.
The Department of Environmental Management will begin
a construction project to treat storm water discharged in
the Lake Tarpon area. The Honeymoon Island beach
restoration project along the west-central shoreline will be
completed. A regional symposium will be held at the
Weedon Island Preserve Cultural and Natural History
Center to develop measures to further protect manatees.
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How to Contact Pinellas County
Clerk of the Circuit Court
315 Court Street
Clearwater, FL 33756
(727) 464-3341
www.pinellasclerk.org
Board of County Commissioners
315 Court Street
Clearwater, FL 33756
(727) 464-3377
www.pinellascounty.org
Supervisor of Elections
Elections Service Center
Starkey Lakes Corporate Center
13001 Starkey Road
Largo, FL 33773
(727) 464-6108
www.votepinellas.com
Tax Collector
Main Office
315 Court Street
Clearwater, FL 33756
(727) 562-3262
www.taxcollect.com
Property Appraiser
County Courthouse
315 Court Street
Clearwater, FL 33756
(727) 464-3207
www.pcpao.org
Sheriff
10750 Ulmerton Road
Largo, FL 33778
(727) 582-6200
www.pscoweb.com

Pinellas County Government is committed to progressive public policy, superior public service, courteous public
contact, judicious exercise of authority and sound management of public resources, to meet the needs and
concerns of our citizens today and tomorrow.
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This Popular Annual Financial Report was prepared by the Finance Division, the Clerk’s Print Shop and
the Board of County Commissioners Communications Department.

